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1. Course Description
This course examines the evolution and characteristics of the postmodern novel, with a focus on British fiction. Students will explore how postmodernism engages with history, narrative, identity, and representation, particularly through concepts such as metafiction, historiographic metafiction, and narrative relativism. Using three contemporary British novels, we will analyze the relationship between storytelling, memory, and reality, as well as the tension between grand narratives and personal, fragmented voices.
2. Weekly Outline
Week 1: Introduction — What Is Postmodernism?
Themes: Modernism vs. Postmodernism, fragmentation, pastiche
Reading:
· Jean-François Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition (excerpts)
· Linda Hutcheon, A Poetics of Postmodernism (Intro)
Week 2: Key Concepts in Postmodern Fiction
Topics:
· Metafiction, intertextuality, historiographic metafiction
· “The death of the author” (Barthes)
Reading:
· Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author”
· Patricia Waugh, Metafiction (excerpt)
Week 3–5: 🦈 The Raw Shark Texts by Steven Hall (2007)
Themes:
· Ontology, media, memory, identity, conceptual sharks
· Metafictional play, typographic innovation
Secondary:
· Brian McHale, Postmodernist Fiction (on ontological shift)
· Mark Currie, “The Unexpected: Narrative and the Event”
Week 7: Midterm Exam
Week 8 - 10: 🏛 Hawksmoor by Peter Ackroyd (1985)
Themes:
· Historiographic metafiction, doppelgängers, palimpsest
· Urban space, spectral history, architecture
Secondary:
· Linda Hutcheon, “Historiographic Metafiction”
· Michel Foucault, Of Other Spaces (Heterotopias)
Week 11–14:  Waterland by Graham Swift (1983)
Themes:
· History vs. story, trauma, landscape, “grand narratives”
· Postmodern historiography, nonlinear time
Secondary:
· Jean-François Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition (on metanarratives)
· Hayden White, The Content of the Form (historical narrative)
Week 15: Final Exam
Assessment
· Participation – 10%
· Weekly Reading Reflections / Presentations – 20%
· Midterm Exam – 40%
· Final Exam – 30%
3. Method of Instruction
Each session includes an introductory lecture and group discussion. Students are encouraged to question narrative forms and experiment with postmodern analysis in class discussions and assignments.
4. Requirements
· Attendance is compulsory; more than 12 hours of absence will result in failure.
· Students are responsible for reading all assigned texts in advance.
· Supplementary theory readings will be discussed alongside the novels.
 Suggested Secondary Reading
· Linda Hutcheon – A Poetics of Postmodernism
· Brian McHale – Postmodernist Fiction
· Patricia Waugh – Metafiction
· Jean-François Lyotard – The Postmodern Condition
· Roland Barthes – Image-Music-Text
· Michel Foucault – Of Other Spaces
· Mark Currie – Postmodern Narrative Theory

