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Title of the Course: Introduction to Literary Analysis
Lecturer: Assist. Prof. Özden DERE
Year and Term: 2025-2026 Spring
Class Hours: Tuesday/ 08:00-10:45 - 405
E-mail: ozdendere@gmail.com

1. Aim and Contents: This course aims to provide students with foundational skills in literary analysis, enabling them to critically engage with a variety of literary texts. Through close reading, interpretation, and discussion, students will learn essential techniques for analysing literature, including identifying key literary elements, understanding narrative structure, and interpreting themes and symbols. By the end of the course, students will develop the critical thinking skills necessary to articulate and support their interpretations of literary texts effectively.

1. Course Outline: 



	Week 1-2

Defining Genre, Conventions, Forms, Close Reading, Reader Response
	Introduction. Discussions. Course syllabus. Class expectations. 
“Reading and Responding to Fiction,” “Writing About Fiction,” 
“Plot,” 
Edgar Allan Poe The Cask of Amontillado
Margaret Atwood Happy Endings





DERE, 2026 Spring





	Week 3-4

Experience Interpreted as Fiction: Plot, Narrative, Theme

Interpreting Representation: Setting, Symbol
	“Narration and Point of View,”
 “Theme,” “Symbol and Figurative Language,” “Setting,” 
Fictional Tradition and Conventions Key Literary Terms
William Faulkner A Rose for Emily
Flannery O‟Connor A Good Man is Hard to Find 
  James Joyce “Eveline”
Charlotte Perkins Gilman “The Yellow Wallpaper” ***
Gogol “The Overcoat” ***
Kate Chopin “The Story of an Hour”



	Week 5-6-7

Introduction to Poetry, Responding to Literature, and Interpreting Authorial Intention















Week 8 – Midterm Exam 
	“Defining Poetry,” p. 651
“Poetic Subgenres and Kinds,” 
“Responding to Poetry,” 
“The Sounds of Poetry,”
Poetic Tradition and Conventions

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING How Do I Love
Thee? 
JAROLD RAMSEY The Tally Stick 653
EZRA POUND The River-Merchant's Wife: A Letter 
Thomas Hardy “The Ruined Maid,” 
Sharon Olds “Sex without Love,” 
Aphra Behn “On Her Loving Two Equally,” 
**In-Class Exercise: measuring poetry** Poetry Glossary:
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/pmglossary1.html


	Week 9
Narrating Poetic Experience: Speaker, Plot, Event

Understanding Authorial Intention: Theme, Tone, Language
Sounds of Poetry: Symbol, Sounds
	“Speaker: Whose Voice Do We Hear?” 
“Language: Word Choice and Order,” 
“Visual Imagery and Figures of Speech,” 
Phillis Wheatley, “On Being Brought from Africa to America” 
Robert Hayden, “A Letter from Phillis Wheatley” 
Gwendolyn Brooks, “ We Real Cool,” 
Judith Ortiz Cofer, “The Latin Deli: An Ars Poetica”
Marge Piercy, “Barby Doll,” 
Emily Dickinson, “Because I could not stop for Death,” 
Walt Whitman, “I Hear America Singing,” 
Dorothy Parker “One Perfect Rose,” 
 Edgar Allan Poe “The Raven,” 
Exercise: Theodore Roethke, “My Papa‟s Waltz” 










	Week 10 Writing about Literature
	History of the Novel
Kate Chopin, The Awakening
Introduction to Analysis Essay - discuss essay drafts, questions, concerns, direction


	
Understanding the Context of the Novel
	Chopin, The Awakening
Sample Academic Essay: Watkins “The Structure of A Rose for Emily‟” 
In-class Workshop for Analysis Essay: Doing Research/Building a literary argument
“Paraphrase, Summary, Description,” 
“Thesis,”  
“Tenses,”
 “Choosing a Text,” 
“Quotation, Citation, and Documentation,” 
Thesis exercise

	Week 11

The Novel as an Historical Document
	Chopin, The Awakening
The Novel Tradition and Conventions Reading between the lines Contextualizing the novel


	Week 12

Introduction to Drama
	“Reading Drama,” 
“Writing about Drama,” 
“Elements of Drama,” 
 Shakespeare, Hamlet, Act I


	Week 13
Conventions of Drama; Modern Drama
	The Dramatic Tradition and Conventions: A Tradition Emerges August Wilson, Fences, Act I 


	Week 14-15

Course Review
	FINAL EXAM REVIEW AND PREPARATION
Discuss language (metaphor, simile, personification), symbol, tone, setting, allegory, narration, point of view, narrator vs. author conundrum, hyper-realism
Key terms - What do these key terms do to help us analyze a work of literature? What do these key terms tell us about authorial intent?

	
	Final Exam or Paper



Textbook and Reading List:
Mays, Kelly J., ed. The Norton Introduction to Literature: Shorter Twelfth Edition.

Chopin, Kate. The Awakening. 

Suggested Course Material
A reliable computer with internet access is required for writing assignments and to stay in communication. Thurman, Susan. The Only Grammar Book You’ll Ever Need: A One-Stop Source for Every Writing Assignment.


1. Method of Instruction: There will be introductory lectures on how to analyse a literary text. The course will mainly be conducted through student presentations on textual analysis and a following lecture on the critical reading of the texts 

1. Requirements: Attendance is obligatory. More than 12 hours of absence will result in failure. Each student is obliged to read every text listed here, and those that I will name during the class. Internet is useful, but do not solely depend on it. 

1. Assessment. There will be one midterm exam (%30) and a final exam or paper (%30), plus assignments given each week (%30). In the grading of exam papers, up to %15 of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical mistakes and writing mistakes. Class discussion and attendance (%10) will also be taken into consideration during assessment. 
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