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1. Course Description, Aim and Contents
This course surveys major literary works of the long 18th century (c. 1660–1800), a period marked by the rise of reason, satire, sensibility, and the novel. Students will explore Restoration drama, Augustan poetry, satirical prose, and the emergence of early fiction, while situating texts in their historical and intellectual contexts (e.g., Enlightenment, empiricism, gender roles, colonial expansion). We will read canonical authors alongside lesser-known voices, engaging with themes such as class, power, reason vs. passion, and the role of women in the public and literary sphere.
2. Weekly Outline
Week 1: Introduction — The Long Eighteenth Century
Themes: Restoration to Revolution; Enlightenment; Print culture
Reading:
· Introduction from The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. 1, 18th Century
· Samuel Johnson, The Preface to Shakespeare (excerpt)
Week 2: Restoration Drama and Libertinism
Primary Text:
· William Congreve, The Way of the World (1700)
Themes: Wit, marriage market, gender roles, urban comedy
Week 3–4: Satire and the Age of Reason
Primary Texts:
· Jonathan Swift, A Modest Proposal (1729)
· Alexander Pope, The Rape of the Lock (1712/1714)
Themes: Satire, reason, class, taste
Secondary: Excerpts from Swift’s letters; Pope’s Essay on Criticism (lines)
Week 5: Travel, Utopia, and Critique of Empire
Primary Text:
· Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels (Book 1 & 4)
Themes: Colonialism, satire, politics, reason vs. animality
Week 6: Sentimentalism and the Rise of the Moral Subject
Primary Texts:
· Laurence Sterne, A Sentimental Journey through France and Italy (excerpts)
· Thomas Gray, “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”
Themes: Sentiment, mortality, travel, national identity
Week 7: Midterm Exam
Week 8–9: The Rise of the Novel
Primary Texts:
· Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe (1719)
· Aphra Behn, Oroonoko (1688)
Themes: Individualism, colonialism, slavery, female authorship
Secondary: Ian Watt, The Rise of the Novel (excerpt)
Week 10: Gender and the Woman Writer
Primary Text:
· Eliza Haywood, Fantomina (1725)
Themes: Desire, disguise, social mobility, seduction plot
Discussion: Early feminist consciousness?
Week 11–12: Samuel Johnson and the Age of Criticism
Primary Texts:
· Samuel Johnson, “The Vanity of Human Wishes”
· “London”
· Selections from The Lives of the Poets
Themes: Morality, ambition, literary tradition
Week 13: Sensibility and the Cult of Feeling
Primary Text:
· Frances Burney, Evelina (1778) (excerpts)
Themes: Manners, social class, female virtue, identity
Week 14: Gothic Emergence and Pre-Romanticism
Primary Texts:
· Horace Walpole, The Castle of Otranto (1764)
· William Blake, “The Chimney Sweeper,” “The Lamb”
Themes: Mystery, terror, imagination, children, moral protest
Week 15: Final Exam
3. Assessment (Tentative)
· Participation – 10%
· Weekly Reading Reflections / Presentations – 20%
· Midterm Exam – 40%
· Final Exam – 30%
4. Method of Instruction
The course includes weekly lectures and seminar-style discussions. Students are expected to read all assigned texts in advance and contribute actively to in-class analysis and conversation.
5. Requirements
· Attendance is compulsory. More than 12 hours of absence will result in failure.
· Supplementary readings may be assigned during the term.
· Students are encouraged to consult scholarly articles but must not substitute summaries for primary texts.
6. Suggested Secondary Reading
· Ian Watt – The Rise of the Novel
· Pat Rogers – The Augustan Vision
· Felicity Nussbaum – The Autobiographical Subject
· Margaret Doody – The True Story of the Novel
· Claudia Johnson – Equivocal Beings
· John Richetti (ed.) – The Cambridge Companion to the Eighteenth-Century Novel

